National Fire Safety Campaign
Monthly Briefing Pack
January – Smoke Alarm Testing

Register My Appliance Day: 16 January 2018
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1. Summary
Smoke alarm testing
This month we will be promoting smoke alarm testing messages through owned
channels including social media.
Cold weather
Another potential fire risk associated with January is the colder
weather. In the winter months, many households may begin to
use additional or alternative heating sources in a bid to stay
warm as the temperature drops.
Fire and Rescue Campaign Calendar 2018
The calendar for 2018, created in partnership with the NFCC,
will be circulated shortly. It will be made available in the Monthly Campaigns
section of the Fire Safety Campaign’s portal – Fire Safety Portal – where you will
also find the monthly briefing packs.
Register My Appliance Day 2018
The Association of Manufacturers of Domestic Electrical Appliances (AMDEA) is
running Register My Appliance Day on 16 January 2018.
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2. Smoke Alarm Messages
The national smoke alarm campaign began in 1988 to encourage
people to install smoke alarms in their home. Since 2003, the
primary message of the national fire safety campaign has been
regular testing of smoke alarms.
Smoke alarms save lives, but only if they work. Test yours
monthly to make sure they are in good working order.
There are a number of other smoke alarm messages that sit alongside testing:
•

The easiest way to protect your home and family from fire is with working
smoke alarms - get them, install them, test them. They could save your life.

•

Fit at least one on every level of your home and test them
monthly.

•

Ten year sealed battery smoke alarms are the best option.
They are slightly more expensive, but you save on the cost of
replacing batteries.

•

If it is a ten year alarm, you will need to replace the whole
alarm every ten years.

•

Never disconnect your alarms or take the batteries out if it goes off by
mistake.

•

The ideal position to install an alarm is on the ceiling in the middle of a room
and on the hallway and landing so you can hear an alarm throughout your
home.

•

Don’t put alarms in or near kitchens or bathrooms where
smoke or steam can set them off by accident.

•

If it is difficult for you to fit smoke alarms yourself, contact
your local fire and rescue service for help.
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3. Register My Appliance (RMA) Day
The Association of Manufacturers of Domestic
Electrical Appliances (AMDEA)
AMDEA (http://www.amdea.org.uk) is the UK trade
association for manufacturers of large and small
domestic appliances; representing over 85 per cent
of the domestic appliance industry and nearly 90 per
cent of white goods brands. Members’ products
include most of the UK’s top selling brands of major
white goods, other large and small kitchen
appliances, heating, water heating, floor care, waste
disposal and ventilation equipment.
AMDEA’s online safety initiative – www.registermyappliance.org.uk – allows the
public to easily register old (up to 12 years old) and new appliances from over 65
major brands. Once a customer has registered their appliance, they will be
notified of any safety repair or recall that is required, and the manufacturer will
know where to find the appliance and swiftly organise remedial action.
Prize draws
Many of the UK’s leading domestic appliance manufacturers, driving AMDEA’s
Register My Appliance safety campaign, have been entering customers who
register their fridges, freezers or washing machines into free prize draws.
The prize draw is open until the end of January, and people only have to register
their appliance through AMDEA’s website to be in with a chance of winning a
prize. Social media posts and images are available on page 7 should you wish to
promote this initiative.
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Press notice
Register My Appliance Day will also be used by AMDEA to promote the latest
figures on the registration of home appliances and will look to a future when no
appliance owner will be left off the radar.
Leaflet
The co-branded Register My Appliance leaflet is available on the Fire Safety
Campaign’s Portal.
Safer in seconds
AMDEA has established a branch of the campaign to be promoted within
organisations – Safer in seconds. It has provided material that can be used to
encourage employees to register their appliances and for them to pass the
messages on to friends and family. This material will also be available on the
portal.
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4. Draft Social Media Posts
Smoke alarms
Make your New Year's resolution something easy you can stick to - Test your
smoke alarms every month. #PressToTest
#PressToTest your smoke alarms. Share to remind friends and family to do the
same. Like to tell others you’ve tested yours.
Helpful Tip: Press the test button on your smoke alarms; it could just save you
and your loved one’s lives. #PressToTest
Winter
Even if you’ve been drenched by torrential rain, don’t use portable heaters to dry
your clothes.
Freezing weather getting you down? If you’re using heaters to warm you up, make
sure they’re safe and away from materials that might burn.
Register My Appliance Day
It’s @regmyappliance Prize Season. Use your smart phone to #win prizes by
registering your appliances up to 12 yrs old www.registermyappliance.org.uk
It's @regmyappliance Prize Season just register on smartphone with participating
brands for chance to #win www.registermyappliance.org.uk
We’re supporting www.registermyappliance.org.uk Prize Season. Don’t miss your
chance to #win & be #safer in seconds by registering your appliance
Registered your appliances on smartphone yet? Instantly
improve #homesafety & #win during @regmyappliance Prize Season
www.registermyappliance.org.uk
During @regmyappliance Prize Season you’re in with a chance to #win. Register
today & you’ll improve home safety too www.registermyappliance.org.uk
Social media infographics
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5. Fire Safety Portal
The Fire Safety Portal hosts all of the national fire safety campaign artwork and
material and is available to all fire and rescue practitioners.
All FRSs have one shared login. If you are unsure of your login details, please
contact Laura Udeh – laura.udeh@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk.

6. Template Press Notice – Smoke Alarm Testing
Make a new year’s resolution: test your smoke alarms every month in 2018 –
and beyond.
With the New Year underway, [local Fire and Rescue Service] are asking
people to make testing their smoke alarms monthly one of their New Year’s
resolutions. Why not circle the first of every month on your new calendar and tick
it off when you have tested your alarms?
Many people see January as an opportunity for a fresh start, and safety should be
top of the list. So this month [local Fire and Rescue Service] is encouraging
everyone to make sure they have enough smoke alarms in the home and that
they work. It only takes a few seconds and can saves lives.
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Smoke alarms can give someone the few extra seconds they need to escape in a
fire. While the majority of homes across the country now have an alarm fitted,
most people are not aware that the average alarm has a lifespan of just ten years
and then needs replacing.
For people who live in a larger property, a single smoke alarm is simply not
enough. The recommendation is at least one at every level. Last year, in nearly
half of all fires in the home where the smoke alarm did not give a warning the
reason was that the alarm was not close enough to detect the fire. Missing or flat
batteries were another major cause.
[Local Fire and Rescue Service] is asking people to make sure that their alarms
are up to date and up to the job.
To keep your alarms in working order:
• Make sure there is at least one smoke alarm on every level of your home;
• Test your smoke alarms by pushing the button every month;
• Check that your smoke alarms are less than 10 years old;
• Fit smoke alarms on landings and hallways and near bedrooms. Also
consider in rooms which have electrical appliances – e.g. a heater or
charger – or other fire risks;
• Take a moment to check on your loved ones who may need help to ensure
they’re fully protected.
[Local spokesperson] said:
“At this time of year, many people will be thinking of what they can do – big or
small – to make a fresh start and improve their lives, homes and wellbeing.
Smoke alarms can offer vital protection for you and your loved ones, but most
people simply fit and forget – they don’t know if it might be coming to the end of its
lifespan or not working at all.
“For most of us, there is nothing more important than keeping our loved ones safe
and secure. So if your alarm is getting past its best or your top floor is missing an
alarm of its own, make your New Year’s resolution to fit new ones, test them on
the first of every month and protect your loved ones in 2018.”
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