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It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the new Fire 2020
event; a joint venture between the FPA, IFE and NFCC. Some of you
may be familiar with this format, which was held previously some
ten years ago, and provided excellent content and ample
opportunities for networking with peers from across the whole
sector. We are delighted to revive this format with the event taking
place today, focusing on the topical theme of modern methods of
construction, and carrying 6.5 CPD hours.
It wouldn’t be right to include this welcome without a mention of the
challenging year we have all had, no matter where we are situated in
the world. COVID-19 has affected us in more ways than we
imagined, both in our personal and professional lives. We had hoped
to hold this event in a hybrid format, but due to further guidance
issued from the UK government it was quickly apparent that this
would not be possible. Instead, today’s conference is being brought
to you 100% digitally, using software which will ensure that all of
you attending can engage and benefit from the content - no matter
what your location. We extend a very warm welcome to each and
every one of you attending today, and thank you for joining us.
We have a packed programme ahead featuring a combination of
plenary sessions and interactive workshops. The day will open with
Lord Stephen Greenhalgh, the Minister of State for Fire, who will
provide an important update on and insight into the Fire Safety Bill.
Whilst this focuses on improving building and fire safety in the UK,
our international colleagues will no doubt take lessons from this
update and find it of great interest.
The remainder of the day sees leading professionals from across the
sector present on topics under the headline of modern methods of
construction. We thank all of our speakers and workshop hosts for
supporting this event. Please take time to consider which of the
workshops you wish to attend either side of the lunch break - an
overview of all workshops can be found on pages 9 and 10. We
encourage you all to get involved, ask questions and share best
practice and knowledge to get the most out of today’s event.
Finally, shortly after leaving the event you will receive an online
questionnaire about Fire 2020. Your feedback is vital in shaping
future events, and we hope you are able to take the time to give us
your thoughts on this year’s conference.
We hope you enjoy today’s event.
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ABOUT THE ORGANISERS
FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (FPA)

The FPA is the UK's national fire safety organisation. We work to identify the dangers of fire and the means by which
potential for loss is kept to a minimum.
Since 1946 we have attained an unrivalled reputation for quality of work and expertise in all aspects of fire
including research, consultancy, training, membership, publications, risk surveying and auditing. Our products and
services are designed to assist fire, security and safety professionals achieve and maintain the very highest
standards of fire safety management.
Our engineers, scientists and consultants have a vast knowledge of fire and risk prevention as well as an in depth
understanding of fire behaviour and the consequences of poor risk management. They work with research
companies, government bodies, industry and the insurance community on projects of varying scale and complexity.

INSTITUTION OF FIRE ENGINEERS (IFE)

The IFE is a global professional membership body of fire experts striving to build a safer society. As a registered
charity founded in 1918, the IFE assesses knowledge of fire and professional experience, awarding internationally
recognised membership grades and fire-related qualifications. The IFE is the only regulated Awarding Organisation in
the UK that specialises entirely in the fire sector, delivering over 6,000 exams annually that are recognised
worldwide. These qualifications can also help applicants attain the academic achievements necessary to progress
through the different grades of IFE membership.
Regulated by the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) and the Council for the Curriculum
Examinations and Assessment (CCEA) for its qualifications, the IFE is also licensed by the Engineering Council to
register Chartered Engineers (CEng), Incorporated Engineers (IEng) and Engineering Technicians (EngTech) as well as
award Interim registration for those who have met the educational requirements but who need to gain experience to
qualify for full registration.

NATIONAL FIRE CHIEFS COUNCIL (NFCC)

The NFCC is the professional voice of the UK fire and rescue service. NFCC drives improvement and development
throughout the UK FRS, while supporting strong leadership – including for the devolved administrations.
NFCC aims to:
strengthen the professional and operational leadership of the fire and rescue service
improve national co-ordination
reduce duplication; increase efficiency
support local service delivery
provide increased influence for fire and rescue authorities and their services
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FIRECO INTERVIEW

This year Fireco are sponsoring the Fire 2020 conference, so, we had a chat with Chief Commercial Officer, James Wheeler
to find out about their latest innovations, recent achievements and our ongoing work together.
You’ve recently reached one million sales of your original product, Dorgard. This seems like quite a
significant milestone for Fireco - can you tell us more about it?
James Wheeler: To sell one million has been an amazing achievement for us, and one we’ve been anticipating. We’ve had
some great feedback and customer success stories over the years, and Dorgard has gained a lot of trust within the industry.
Dorgard has helped keep buildings safe for 25 years now by preventing the use of wedging and holding the doors open
compliantly, ensuring they close when the alarm sounds. We recently had a spike in sales due to Dorgard helping people
with germ control - they can hold doors open, which reduces the need to touch handles and limits cross-contamination.
Speaking of the pandemic, how has the virus impacted business?
JW: Keeping people safe from the virus became a priority almost instantly, so we had to adapt our messaging and product
range to help our customers do this. Our existing product range helped people keep doors open, and therefore not have to
touch as many surfaces throughout buildings. But, we wanted to create a system that could improve hygiene. We designed
and manufactured our new product Germgard, a smart sanitiser that uses digital signage to encourage the use of hand
sanitiser. Germgard can also be integrated with access control and other systems to make the use of sanitiser a
requirement for entry. We've already had an amazing response to this, with installations taking place in all types of
buildings ranging from larger sites, such as national museums and civic centres, right down to nurseries and local snooker
halls.
Many businesses have been so focused on keeping their workplaces COVID-secure - in your opinion, would
you say fire safety has become less of a priority?
JW: Fire safety is still as important as ever, even during a pandemic, so it’s been a priority for us to keep that message
going. We’ve been carrying out guest speaker webinars and CPD sessions since March to help our customers, installers and
employees stay up-to-date with what’s happening in the industry. So far we’ve done over 25 webinars, all about different
aspects of fire safety, and shared knowledge with over 2,000 attendees! Doing the webinars has been so rewarding that
we’re planning on continuing them - we actually have one planned with the Fire Protection Association for the new year as
well.
It sounds like you’ve been extremely busy this year! Has there been any room for new product developments?
JW: We’re actually about to launch some new software called InSite. InSite will allow installers and building managers to
monitor the status of all their Fireco Pro devices remotely. InSite is a mobile-ready, cloud-based user interface that
provides an in-depth view, or insight, of installed devices, from system health to configuration. InSite comes with an API to
allow integration of third-party systems, which provides endless opportunities on how the system can be used. Our existing
product, Digital Messaging Service (DMS), is readily available to activate as part of InSite. DMS is a mass notification
system that sends emergency alerts via text, email, Whatsapp or voice message. By having InSite and DMS, you can stay in
control of what is happening in your building, even when you aren’t there.
With all that’s going on at the moment, what made you choose to sponsor the Fire 2020 conference this year?
JW: Although we have been working hard to spread the message about how we can help with germ control, fire safety is still
of great importance to us. The Fire 2020 conference has become an annual fixture for us, and since a majority of attendees
already know us, it's a great chance to catch up with our friends in the industry. We also find great value in the seminars,
which always focus on the immediate issues affecting fire safety, so it's definitely an event we like to associate ourselves
with.
To find out more about Fireco’s product range or to use their resources, visit their website on www.fireco.uk
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CONFERENCE CHAIR
AASMAH MIR

Aasmah Mir is a Sony Gold award-winning broadcaster who presents the
Breakfast Show on Times Radio alongside Stig Abell. The station launched in
June 2020 and has quickly established itself as an authoritative voice in the
UK media market. Aasmah broadcasts from 6am to 10am, Monday to
Thursday.
Before joining The Times, she was the popular co-presenter of ‘Saturday Live‘
on BBC Radio 4 alongside Reverend Richard Coles. She regularly reports for
ITV during elections and for their flagship current affairs programme
‘Tonight'. Most recently, she was one of the hosts of 'Britain Celebrates: Live
– 100 Years of Votes for Women on BBC1', presenting live from Edinburgh. In
2018 she was a guest presenter on 5’s The Wright Stuff where, over the
years, she has been a regular panelist.

Aasmah has presented documentaries for Radio 4 and the BBC World Service. She reviewed the papers for ITV’s
‘Lorraine’ for 4 years and continues to do so for BBC News. From 2005 to 2007, she wrote a column for the Sunday
Herald newspaper.
Away from journalism, Aasmah launched 'Cracking Curries' in 2012 with her sister – a website and cookery series on
YouTube showing novice cooks how to make simple and authentic Pakistani food.

WORKSHOPS: 12:15PM
PASSIVE FIRE PROTECTION IN MODERN CONSTRUCTION

This workshop will discuss the importance of maintaining compartmentation in modern buildings. It will investigate
building design and construction standards, and highlight the importance of correct installation and regular
inspection while ensuring the competency of all involved throughout the life of a building. It will also consider how
innovative passive fire protection products can help designers maintain a safe environment.

THE FUTURE OF THE FRS - A LOOK AT THE FSF AND NFCC'S JOINT
INITIATIVE TO IDENTIFY THE FUTURE NEEDS FOR THE SECTOR - SPONSORED
BY DRAGER
An accepted definition of foresight is: the ability to predict what will happen or be needed in the future in an
intelligent and well-informed way. Now, knowing just how unprecedented life can be, will this tried and trusted
approach work for what may be ahead? Even if we accept history as the foundation for the future, should leaders
and technologists also have to re-imagine and re-envisage alternative solutions? This workshop aims to start the
conversation and to start to re-imagine.

GUIDANCE ON SMOKE CONTROL TO COMMON ESCAPE ROUTES IN
APARTMENT BUILDINGS

This workshop will raise awareness of the Smoke Control Association's guide for the use of compliant products, ISO,
EN standards and the design criteria that should be used in smoke control for “common escape routes“ in apartment
blocks.

SIMULTANEOUS EVACUATION GUIDANCE - SPONSORED BY ADVANCED

Following extensive consultation, the NFCC-led stakeholder group have updated the guidance on simultaneous
evacuation and introduced key changes. This is the third edition of the technical guidance on arrangements to
support a temporary change to the evacuation strategy. Such a change should only be considered when all other
interim risk mitigation measures, as set out in the consolidated advice note, have been found to be insufficient in
managing the risk. Following the increasing number of buildings being identified with combustible cladding, and
without any known guidance on changing from stay put to simultaneous evacuation, in 2017 NFCC and other sector
stakeholders produced guidance to avoid people being removed from their homes.
The guidance sets out measures to support the immediate safety of residents, whilst fully accepting that the
principle way to reduce risk is to urgently remediate the non-compliant external wall systems.
This workshop will talk you through the key changes and clarification around timeframes in this third edition, with
time for discussion and questions.
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WORKSHOPS: 14:15PM
FIRE RISK ASSESSING IN A MODERN METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION

Carrying out a fire risk assessment can be a complicated task. How do we find out the construction methods and
materials used? What are the fire safety implications? This workshop draws on participants’ experiences to
explore practical tips and advice.

INSURANCE CHALLENGES OF MODERN METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION
FOCUSING ON TALL BUILDINGS

The proposed use of massive timber systems in high-rise construction is understood to offer significant
advantages in terms of cost and sustainability but, as a novel building method, presents challenges for the
insurance industry. This session will be launched by a short presentation describing the background and output of
an insurer funded initiative to raise awareness of the information they need in support of risk underwriting, and
will then be followed by open discussion of the topic. The primary consideration will be whether deployment of
the technology is running ahead of the research needed to provide comfort to those asked to lend against and
insure them.

OPERATIONAL DIFFICULTIES IN FIGHTING FIRE IN MODERN METHODS OF
CONSTRUCTION - SPONSORED BY DRAGER

This workshop will highlight and discuss the challenges faced by incident commanders and responders when
there is rapid fire development and a complex working environment, including post fire consequences. Case
studies will be reviewed, including the Beechmere retirement complex in Crewe, Cheshire, which was believed to
have the largest timber content of any onsite project in Europe in 2009. In August 2019, a fire broke out in the
roof, destroying the majority of the building and leaving around 150 older people homeless.

PRESENTER PROFILES
JONATHAN O’NEILL OBE
Managing Director, Fire Protection Association

Jonathan began his professional life in the insurance industry and in June 1999 was
appointed Managing Director of the Fire Protection Association (FPA). During his time as
MD, Jonathan has overseen two relocations and has managed the organisation to financial
independence from insurers.
Jonathan has served on numerous government, ministerial, and sector advisory bodies and
was part of the strategic advisory group on the Fire Futures Review. He represents UK
insurers on the Prevention Forum of Insurance Europe, is the UK’s representative at the
General Assemblies of CFPA Europe and CFPA International, and sits on the executive of the
Fire Sector Federation. In 2017, Jonathan was awarded in the Queen’s Birthday Honours for
services to fire safety and received his OBE on Tuesday 31st October at Buckingham Palace
from Prince William, Duke of Cambridge.

LORD STEPHEN GREENHALGH
Minister of State for Fire

Lord Stephen Greenhalgh was appointed an unpaid Minister of State jointly at the Ministry
of Housing, Communities and Local Government and the Home Office on 18th March 2020.
Lord Greenhalgh served as Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime in London from 2012 until
2016 and Hammersmith & Fulham Council Leader from 2006 until 2012.
He was created Lord Greenhalgh on 16th April 2020.

ROY WILSHER
Chair, National Fire Chiefs Council

Roy was appointed as the first Chair of the National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) in April
2017. Chairing the council, the professional voice of UK fire and rescue services, Roy
represents the NFCC in national and international forums. He provides guidance and support
to officers and fire and rescue services all over the United Kingdom. Roy also represents fire
and rescue in a range of government and sector forums, and is the first line of advice to
Ministers during major incidents.
Roy’s career in the fire service has spanned some 39 years. He joined London Fire Brigade
in 1981, rising to Assistant Commissioner for Community Fire Safety. In 2004 Roy joined
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service, and was appointed Chief Fire Officer in 2005 and
Director for Community Protection and Chief Fire Officer in 2011. In 2013 Roy also became
Chief Executive for the Hertfordshire Police and Crime Commissioner.
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MARK FARMER

NIALL ROWAN

CEO, Cast Consultancy

Chief Executive Officer, Association for Specialist Fire Protection

Mark has 30 years’ experience in construction and real estate, and is a recognised
international commentator on a variety of industry and policy-related issues. Mark authored
the Farmer Review, an influential 2016 independent government review of the UK’s
construction labour model, entitled ‘Modernise or Die’. In 2019 he was appointed as the
government’s Champion for Modern Methods of Construction in Housebuilding.
Mark is a member of the Construction Innovation Hub Industry Board, the Construction
Leadership Council Advisory Group and is a board member for Construction Scotland
Innovation Centre. He is also a national co-chair of Constructing Excellence and the Urban
Land Institute UK Residential Council, and a trustee of the MOBIE educational charity.
Mark is an honorary professor at The University of Salford’s School of Built Environment,
and holds honorary doctorates from the University College of Estate Management and the
University of Wolverhampton.

Niall took on the role of Chief Executive Officer at the ASFP at the start of 2017, having
been the Association’s Technical Officer since 2010. As CEO he provides leadership and
direction to the ASFP’s aims to protect life, property and the environment through
educating all those involved in the design, development, specification, installation and
maintenance of ‘built-in’ fire protection. Niall presents at numerous seminars on behalf of
the ASFP, and is passionate about raising standards across the industry.
Niall started working in fire in 1979, graduating to managing Warringtonfire’s fire test
laboratory and co-ordinating their European activities. He drafted the first 12 fire
resistance test methods for CEN, and from 2007 to 2009 he was President of EGOLF, the
European organisation of fire testing laboratories and certification bodies.

DR ANDREW TAYLOR
Technical Officer, Association for Specialist Fire Protection

DANIEL MADRZYKOWSKI
Senior Research Engineer, UL Firefighter Safety Research Institute

Dr Andrew Taylor was appointed as ASFP Technical Officer in January 2018. He offers more
than 30 years of experience in the fire protection coating industry.

Daniel has been researching fire suppression, fire investigation, and firefighter safety for
over 30 years. He serves on the NFPA technical committees for fire service training,
structural fire fighting, and fire investigation.

Having worked in the field of fire resistance product research and development and testing,
Andy initially worked on reactive coatings for steelwork at Leighs Paints/Sherwin Williams,
and more recently on both intumescent coatings and firestopping at tremco-illbruck.

Daniel holds the rank of Honorary Battalion Chief with the Fire Department City of New
York (FDNY). In 2013 he was invited to the White House in honour of receiving a Service to
America Medal. Daniel received a President’s Award from the International Association of
Fire Chiefs for his firefighting research. He earned his BS and MS from the University of
Maryland and his PhD in Fire Engineering from the University of Canterbury.

Andy has worked on various ASFP, CEPE, CEN and BSI committees involved in writing
standards and guidance. He has a chemistry degree from Bristol University and a PhD in
the material science of intumescent coatings from Manchester University.

BEN BROOK
TOM ROCHE
Senior Consultant, International Codes and Standards, FM Global

Tom works to share FM Global’s knowledge and expertise to influence building codes and
loss prevention standards.
Tom has served in a variety of engineering and engineering management roles across the
UK. He has travelled extensively to support clients internationally and establish loss
prevention policies and implement risk strategies, all aimed at improving their business
resilience to property risks. This has ranged from large construction projects for new
facilities, including new construction methods and adapting existing facilities and
processes.
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Through this role, he promotes work to update building codes and regulations that impact
fire safety within the wider built environment.

Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service

Ben Brook is an Assistant Chief Fire Officer at Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service. Ben
has been a leader within the sector for almost 20 years, and is passionate about its future.
The past is unlikely to always be a predictor of the future, and COVID-19 has demonstrated
that the world can change quickly and unexpectedly. Ben is keen to develop a space for
thinking about how best the fire and rescue sector can continue to reduce risk and support
vulnerable communities into the future.
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DENNIS DAVIS

NICK COOMBE MBE

Executive Officer, Fire Sector Federation

Protection and Business Safety Vice Chair and Building Safety

Dennis is Executive Officer of the Fire Sector Federation, and is an international
independent fire and civil protection adviser. Following a career in operational firefighting,
with service through all ranks to Chief Fire Officer for Cheshire, he became HM Chief
Inspector of Fire Services for Scotland.
Professional contributions include presidency of the IFE and the Chief Fire Officers
Association and roles in management and leadership of UK and international fire
organisations. In addition to his Executive Officer role, he leads FSF activities related to
competency, research and international affairs.

PHIL LOACH
Chief Fire Officer, West Midlands Fire Service

Formerly an engineer by trade, Phil worked in both the private and public sector and was a
middle manager at the Benefits Agency before joining West Midlands Fire Service in 1994.
Phil is responsible for leading the largest fire and rescue service outside of London,
providing emergency response, business safety and community safety services to over 2.7
million people in the seven local authorities of Birmingham, Walsall, Sandwell,
Wolverhampton, Dudley, Coventry and Solihull.
Phil passionately believes that rich communication should be at the heart of what he does
as part of informing and engaging people inside and outside of the service, both regionally
and nationally. In December 2017, Phil was awarded the Queen's Fire Service Medal.

ALLAN HURDLE
Technical Consultant, Smoke Control Association

Allan has been involved in the Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) industry for
over 30 years, specialising in smoke control. He has held a number of roles as Managing
Director and Vice President for HVAC companies, and acts as an advisor to a number of
manufacturers.
Allan is dedicated to “raising the bar” on the importance of smoke control systems and
products. He is chair of the BSI H25/05 group on post installation and service of smoke
extract fans, and has released articles on competence and compliance for smoke control.

Programme Lead, NFCC

Nick’s 38 years’ service for the London Fire Brigade has spanned many roles including Head
of Fire Safety Training, Enforcement Manager and Head of Fire Safety Policy. He has helped
write DCLG guides, and as the Chair of the CFOA Enforcement Working Group helped
produce policies and guidance on the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 to fire
and rescue services. He is currently NFCC protection vice-chair, and leads the Building
Safety Programme.
Nick is a member of the Joint Regulators Group and the newly formed Protection Board, as
well as being a member of the Industry Safety Steering Group, led by Dame Judith Hackitt
to hold the industry to account on the progress of post-Grenfell change.
He was a founder member of the Fire Risk Assessment Competency Council, and is also the
IFE's lead assessor for their Fire Risk Register of Auditors. He sits on various BS
committees, and in the 2019 New Years Honours lists he was awarded a MBE for services
to fire safety.

RICHARD CLARK
Building Safety Programme Team, NFCC

After a period as a firefighter in the London Fire Brigade, Richard joined South Yorkshire
Fire and Rescue Service (SYFRS) in 2006 as a Fire Safety Inspecting Officer. During his 14
years at SYFRS, he held a variety of roles including Policy Advisor and Team Leader before
moving to his current role as District Manager for Fire Engineering and Building
Regulations. During this time Richard also completed his MSc in Fire and Explosion
Engineering at the University of Leeds, graduating with a Distinction in 2013.
In his current role, he represents the NFCC in the Joint Regulators Group’s Working Group
1, which aims to look at how the new regulatory system will be implemented, and he is also
a member of their Multi-Disciplinary Team which oversees their Policy Design Trials with
industry stakeholders. Richard is the chair of the NFCC Fire Engineering and Technical
Standards group, and represents this on the British Standard FSH14 (Fire Precautions in
Buildings) and FSH24 (Fire Safety Engineering) committees. Richard is currently involved in
the drafting of BS 8644 Digital Transfer of Building Information and the guidance for a
temporary change to simultaneous evacuation (waking watch).

Allan champions changes to Approved Document B of the Building Regulations to specify
only “A2” vertical wall membranes behind cladding, the installation of smoke plugs in
perforated roof beams and the use of metal airbricks in buildings.
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DR PETER WILKINSON

NEIL GRIFFITHS

Director, Pyrology Limited

Area Manager, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service

Peter is a Chartered Engineer (Fire), a Chartered Scientist and a Registered Fire Risk
Assessor, with a passion for helping organisations understand and manage physical and
liability risks within the buildings they design, own, occupy, insure or regulate.
He founded Pyrology Limited in 2012 and has been leading the independent safety, fire and
risk engineering practice ever since.
Peter holds an Engineering Doctorate, having investigated resilient fire engineering
building design. He chairs the British Standards Technical Committee FSH/24, developing
and codifying fire safety engineering practices. As a former Trustee and Chairman of the
IFE, he helps to promote the profession and registration of professional engineers with the
Engineering Council.

Neil is an Area Manager and has been the Head of Service Delivery at Cheshire Fire and
Rescue Service (CFRS) since he joined in July 2019. Previously, Neil was a Group Manager
with Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service, who he joined in August 2000. A member of the
CFRS Management Team, Neil is responsible for the 28 on call, wholetime, DC1 and nucleus
duty system fire stations across the county. Neil has recently accepted the role of chair of
the NFCC On-Call Practitioners Group, and is currently completing a Masters dissertation
on On-Call sustainability.

TONY HUNTER
Assistant Chief Fire Officer and Built Environment Project Director,
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service

DR JIM GLOCKLING
Technical Director, FPA

Jim began his career at the Atomic Energy Authority (AEA), Harwell as a sandwich student.
AEA later re-employed Jim and sponsored his PhD to further develop his career. Jim went
on to undertake a post-doctorate study at the Fire Research Station and worked at South
Bank University London as a lecturer in chemical and fire safety engineering.
From 2002 to the present day, Jim has been at the Fire Protection Association, where he
continues to undertake research into fire protection, with particular emphasis on risk
avoidance, reduction and management.

PATRICK GOULBOURNE
Deputy Assistant Commissioner, London Fire Brigade

Patrick Goulbourne is LFB's Deputy Assistant Commissioner (DAC) for Operational
Resilience (OR). He is also the National Inter-Agency Liaison Officer (NILO) coordinator for
the UK. He was promoted to DAC in 2017 having served as Borough Commander for
Islington, Tower Hamlets and fire stations in northeast and central London.
OR deliver the response to pre-planned or spontaneous events, including the response to
terrorism. In 2017 he responded in a variety of command roles to the terrorist attacks at
Westminster Bridge, London Bridge, Seven Sisters Road and Parsons Green, and the
Grenfell Tower fire.
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Tony has over 26 years of fire and rescue service knowledge and experience developed in
both operational and non-operational roles, including communications, prevention, public
service reform and most recently protection, along with developing Greater Manchester Fire
and Rescue Service's (GMFRS's) approach to the built environment.
For the past three years, Tony has been leading on protection and GMFRS’s response to
Grenfell, including being the Deputy Chair of the Greater Manchester High Rise Task Force
and a member of the Protection Board. Tony also led the strategic operational and service
response to The Cube fire in Bolton, UK which led to more than 200 students being
evacuated and accounted for and two students rescued.

RICHARD FOWLER
PPRU Service Delivery and Improvement Lead

Richard graduated from the University of Central Lancashire with a BEng (Hons) in Fire
Engineering in 2003, and from Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge with an MSc in Fire
Investigation in 2010. He has worked with East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service for over 30
years, and is currently an Assistant Director. More recently he was seconded to the NFCC's
‘Protection Policy Reform Unit’ (PPRU).
Within the PPRU, Richard heads-up the Service Delivery and Improvement workstream,
looking at a range of initiatives to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of protection
functions within UK fire and rescue services.
Richard has played an active role within the IFE for many years, including formal roles with
the Board of Directors, the International General Assembly and at local branch level in the
south east of the UK. Richard also volunteers to assist with IFE examinations and the
register of fire risk auditors. He is the immediate Past President of the IFE.
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SHANE RAY
President, National Fire Sprinkler Association

Shane Ray has served for over 30 years from firefighter to fire chief, as well as
Superintendent of the South Carolina Fire Academy, and later was appointed by Governor
Nikki Haley as State Fire Marshal. Shane currently serves as President of the National Fire
Sprinkler Association.
Chief Ray is a graduate of Eastern Kentucky University, Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of
Government, the University of Maryland’s Leadership Development Programme, and the
National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Programme. He spent many years in
organisations such as the International Society of Fire Service Instructors and the
International Association of Fire Chiefs.

DR LORI MOORE-MERRELL
President and CEO, International Public Safety Data Institute

Dr Moore-Merrell is President and CEO of the International Public Safety Data Institute
(IPSDI). She began this role after serving for 26 years as a senior executive in the
International Association of Fire Fighters, responsible for frontline interaction with national,
state, and local leaders throughout North America. Lori is an expert in executive leadership,
emergency response systems, fire resource deployment, data collection and analysis,
advocacy, consensus building, and policy development and implementation.
Dr Moore-Merrell serves on International Boards of Directors and is an award-winning
speaker and author. She was recently named Honorary Fire Chief by the Metro Fire Chiefs
Association. In her early career, Lori spent seven years as a fire/paramedic in Memphis,
Tennessee.

ANDREW SHARRAD
IFE International President 2020-21

Andrew has spent the last 35 years building his knowledge with the South Australian
Metropolitan Fire Service (MFS), and is currently the Manager of the Built Environs section.
He works with a dedicated professional team of fire officers and fire engineers for the MFS,
and has been involved with the Development Regulations, National Construction Code, and
other relevant building legislation within Australia.
Andrew has been a member of the IFE for the past 21 years, holding positions such as
Leader of the International General Assembly and Past President of the Australia Branch,
and currently serves on the Board of Directors. He has most recently taken up the role of
IFE International President 2020-21.
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KNOW YOUR BUILDING
A campaign for change in the FPA’s 75th anniversary year.
In the event of a fire, current regulation rightly focuses on the protection of
life.
But what about the impact on businesses and essential services who face
long-term downtime – jeopardising livelihoods, housing, and access to
healthcare and education? How can organisations ensure they have robust
measures in place to remain resilient?
The Fire Protection Association is passionate about improving the quality of
the built environment, and our goal is to make it a safer place to live and
work. As such, we want to reduce the number of fires across the built
environment.

The launch of our Know Your Building campaign supports the conclusions and recommendations of the Hackitt Review,
which highlighted a general lack of understanding of fire risks, mitigations and management arrangements by building
owners and the construction industry.
More than three years after the Grenfell Tower tragedy, very little has changed in terms of building regulations. To this day,
we still have hundreds of buildings with unsafe cladding, and fire risk assessors and those specifying, installing, and
maintaining fire protection systems are still not legally required to hold qualifications to demonstrate their competence.
Despite Grenfell, many building owners remain unaware of the importance of maintaining their buildings’ fire protection
systems, and of having them regularly inspected to ensure that they remain fit for purpose.
Our message is: you wouldn’t work in a building without adequate COVID-19 measures in place, so why would you work in a
building without the right fire safety measures in place?
The FPA’s Know Your Building campaign aims to help improve understanding of fire-related risks amongst building owners,
and those responsible for fire safety, enabling them to take steps towards becoming more resilient.
How to get involved
Know your blind spots – As part of the campaign, we have created a blind spot calculator to help identify fire safety blind
spots. Once completed, we will provide users with a score on four key competency areas and share relevant resources with
them to improve their knowledge. This includes a white paper on some of the main fire safety blind spots, and organisational
resilience to fire. You can learn about your blind spots by visiting www.thefpa.co.uk/know-your-building
Share your support – Our aim is to spread awareness of the risks posed by fire and educate all stakeholders on the
mitigations. If you are also passionate about improving the quality of fire safety, we welcome you to share our ‘Know your
blind spots’ calculator and wider resources using the hashtag #KnowYourBuilding
Know Your Building podcast – In 2021 we will launch a new podcast to help spread our message and educate
those who are ready to make change. Keep an eye on our social media channels and website for more information.
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